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paid no Assyrian tribute, and in all things acted
as an independent ruler. Against him Shamshi-
Adad inarched. His course into Babylonia was
not down the Mesopotamian valley, as one might
have expected. He went east of the Tigris along
the edge of the mountains. He seems not to have
made a hasty march, for he boasts of having killed
three lions and of having destroyed cities and vil-
lages on the way. The river Turnat was crossed
at flood. At Dur-Papsnkal, in northern Babylonia,
he was met by Marduk-balatsu-iqbi and his allies.
The Babylonian army consisted of Babylonians,
Chaldeans, Ekmiles, Aramaeans, and men of Namri,
and was therefore composed of the peoples who
feared the development of Assyria and were will-
ing to unite against it, even though they were
usually common enemies. Shamshi-Adud claims
to have won a great victory, in which five thou-
sand of his enemies were slain and two thousand
taken captive. One hundred chariots and even
the Babylonian royal tent fell into the hands of
the victor.1 We may, however, well doubt whether
the victory was so decisive. The only inscription
which we possess of Shamshi-Adad breaks off
abruptly at this point. But the Eponym List
shows that in 813 he again invaded Chaldea, while
in 812 lie invaded Babylon. These two supple-
mentary campaigns would seem to indicate that
he had not achieved his entire purpose in the bat-
tle of Dur-PapsukaL It is indeed unlikely that